
Disabled people face 
discrimination from 
employers which makes
it much more difficult to
find employment. Yet
Government ministers
blame disabled workers. 

Unite rejects the 
vilification of disabled
workers in the media, 
portraying disabled
workers as benefit
scroungers. 

Unite holds the current
Government responsible
for work capability 
assessments, they have
employed private 
company Atos to carry
out assessments which
declare disabled people
fit to work and cut vital
benefit payments. 
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ATOS: Stop profiting 
from disability 

Atos are a profit driven multi-national; they set targets to 
reduce benefit claims, plunging disabled workers into poverty 

• Over 40% of appeals against Work capability assessments
succeed, but they take months to process while benefits have
been cut

• 10,600 people have died within 6 weeks of being deemed 
‘fit to work’ by Atos.

• Atos’ own whistle blowers have called the assessments
‘skewed’ and ‘unfair against the claimant’ 

• Assessors often don’t have the correct training and skills to
be carrying out such vital assessments

• If a person has a permanent disability or a terminal illness
they are still forced to sit an assessment every six months

• Atos and the crude tick-box system they use to assess a 
person’s ability to work does not identify mental ill-health.
This has resulted in countless suicides and attempted suicides
by vulnerable people.

ATOS



One tragic example is Tim Salter, a 56 year old blind man who suffered from

agoraphobia, took his own life after being deemed ‘fit for work’ – A proud

man who couldn’t bear the financial troubles the assessment left him in. 

Disabled campaigners have organised this campaign of resistance and are

peacefully protesting against Work Capability Assessments today to highlight

their failings and to call on the government to treat disabled people with 

dignity. Unite believes the Work Capability Assessments must be replaced by 

a fairer and more transparent system that supports people rather than cuts 

benefits. 

ATOS – Don’t implement the Government’s attacks on
disabled workers.
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Ditch the Work 
Capability 
Assessments 
programme today.
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