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ADDING INSULT TO INJURY! 

Benefit Sanctions bring more misery even 

 after deaths of claimants 

Stephen Lynham (53) suffered from anxiety and depression as well as high blood pressure, a 
heart condition and musculo-skeletal problems.  He was found fit for work following the work 
capability assessment process.  Stephen challenged the decision.  Since October of last year 
the challenge goes to a Mandatory Reconsideration where the Department looks at the case 
again before he can make an appeal.  This change was introduced to try to cut down the number 
of tribunals.  However, whilst waiting for a Mandatory Reconsideration, the claimant receives 
nothing if they feel unable to sign on Jobseekers Allowance (JSA).  Stephen felt he was in no 
condition to look for work and would soon fall foul of the regulations that go along with the 
claiming of JSA.  The DWP lost his paperwork and nothing came of repeated phone calls and 
letters.  Finally after 22 weeks and the intervention of the local advice centre he received the 
news that his Mandatory Reconsideration had been turned down.  Philip had lived on two small 
loans from the local discretionary fund and visits to food banks but was not eating well.  He was 
facing eviction and became ever more depressed.  He died shortly after receiving the news that 
he would be allowed to appeal the Department’s decision. 
           Continued on p3 

North Derbyshire Unite Community Branch members at TUC Conference in Liverpool. Taken before a 
fringe meeting on Benefit Sanctions addressed by Fran Heathcote PCS DWP Group President and Steve 
Turner Assistant General Secretary of Unite the Union, as well as speakers from Unison and the  
Unemployed Centres Combine. 
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New Premises Location 

 



Insult to Injury (cont from page 1 )
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If you should need the advice and representation services of DUWCs 

Welfare Rights Team: 
 
Andrew Parkes 
andrew.parkes@duwc.org.uk 
Glynn Power 
glynn.power@duwc.org.uk 
Katrina Hudson 
katrina.hudson@duwc.org.uk 
Tim Wilkinson 
tim.wilkinson@duwc.org.uk 
John Bradley 
john.bradley@duwc.org.uk 
Justine Bark 
justine.bark@duwc.org.uk 
Paul Marklew 
paul.marklew@duwc.org.uk 
Jane Marriott 
jane.marriott@duwc.org.uk 
 
 
 

 
Co-ordinator: 
Colin Hampton 
colin.hampton@duwc.org.uk 
 
Administration: 
Lynn Bagshaw 
lynn.bagshaw@duwc.org.uk 
 
Not forgetting our wonderful team of volunteers 
including Jeanette Woodhouse 
Tel Chesterfield: 01246 231441 
 
Tel Shirebrook: 01623 748161 
 
info@duwc.org.uk 
 
www.duwc.org.uk 

 
 

His sister, Mavis Bond, was shocked at the treatment of her brother.  ‘I find it hard to believe in 
this day and age that the State would leave a man penniless - but this is 21st-century Britain 
where a sick man can be hounded to death and denied a safety net.’ 
 
Stephen's appeal was heard posthumously and the tribunal overturned the Department's 
decision.  Subsequently the Department is pursuing his sister Mavis for the grant she received to 
bury him.  His estate was boosted by the posthumous award made because of the DWP’s wrong 
decision.  This money, which might have kept him alive, is now being used to deny his sister the 
means to pay for his funeral.  Not content with hounding him while he lived the cruel system 
continues to bring misery to his relatives. Mavis is herself in poor health and has just undergone 
heart surgery.  She has taken the matter to Chesterfield’s MP Toby Perkins who has written to 
Minister Ian Duncan Smith. 
 
Late last year we reported on the case raised at Prime Minister’s Questions by Dennis Skinner 
MP regarding David Coupe. David died in poverty whilst awaiting his Employment and Support 
Allowance tribunal having been found fit for work. David had developed cancer. Dennis Skinner 
called for the sacking of ATOS, the firm surrounded by controversy, who had carried out a Work 
Capability Assessment on David. Atos have subsequently pulled out of their contract with the 
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). Mr Skinner also called for his widow to be 
compensated. This has not happened and, worse still, despite a posthumous hearing of his case 
reversing the decision, his widow Lyn had to wait eight months to get the money to which she 
was entitled.  The case was heard in January.  In late September she received a letter from the 
DWP which contained the words ‘We are sorry to hear about the death of Mrs Lyn Coupe.’  As 
well as this insensitive correspondence she received no compensation. She said: 
 “This is adding insult to injury. People should not have to appeal to their MP to get justice. 
People like me are being treated with utter contempt.”  
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Campaign News 

THE CRUELTY OF THE SANCTIONS REGIME 

More than half of the employment and support allowance (ESA) claimants sanctioned between 

January 2012 and June 2013 had mental health problems, according to DWP statistics supplied 

in response to a freedom of information (FOI) request. 

 

The DWP's response, published in March, set out the number of adverse ESA sanctions 

decisions each month from October 2008 to June 2013, broken down by the 'Summary 

International Classification of Diseases'. 

 

The figures include that, in the period from January 2012 to June 2013, a total of 25,530 adverse 

ESA sanctions decisions were made and that, of those, 13,240 were in relation to claimants with 

'mental and behavioural disorders'. 

 

The North Derbyshire Unite Community Branch believes that many people are accepting 

sanctions believing there is nothing they can do about them and that the DWP is acting within the 

law.  Neither of these things are true.  Many of the sanctions appeals that go to Tribunal are 

overturned.  Unfortunately too few people seek help and challenging the decisions of the Job 

Centre.  The Government is exploiting this by turning the screw and endangering some of the 

most vulnerable people in our community. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU GET A SANCTION  

CHALLENGE IT! – YOU MAY RECEIVE A LETTER STATING YOU HAVE A 
SANCTION.  THE LETTER MAY NOT GIVE AN EXPLANATION AS TO WHY. – 

ASK FOR A WRITTEN EXPLANATION. 

 

ASK FOR A MANDATORY RECONSIDERATION – DON’T LET THEIR DECISION 
GO UNCHALLENGED – YOU HAVE ONE MONTH TO ASK FOR THE DECISION 

TO BE LOOKED AT AGAIN. 

 

APPEAL THE DECISION – IF THEY DON’T OVERTURN THEIR ORIGINAL 
DECISION MAKE AN APPEAL TO AN INDEPENDENT TRIBUNAL. 

 
 
SEEK HELP – IT’S IMPORTANT TO KNOW WHAT TO CHALLENGE – SO SEEK 
ADVICE.  APPLY FOR A HARDSHIP PAYMENT, INFORM THE COUNCIL 
REVENUES OFFICE AND KEEP SIGNING ON EVEN THOUGH YOU ARE NOT 
GETTING PAID. 
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News 

UNIONS URGED TO DEVELOP A NEW VISION FOR 

WELFARE 

What will happen to the benefits system should there be a change of Government?  This 
question was posed at the National Unemployed Centres Combine fringe meeting at the TUC 
Congress in Liverpool.  Colin Hampton of the North Derbyshire Unite Community branch 
suggested that although there would be a softer approach with a reduction in the horror stories of 
the last four years, the general direction of travel would most likely mirror the coalition’s war on 
welfare.  After all, the big increases in benefit sanctions started under the last Labour 
Government; and Employment and Support Allowance and Work Capability Assessments were 
their brainchild.  However, Mr Hampton pointed the finger at the lack of an alternative, and a co-
ordinated strategy to win over public opinion, as the pressing task for Trade Unions and the 
organisations of the unemployed and claimants.  Labour look to the opinion polls and do not see 
much sympathy for those on benefits.  It is likely, therefore, that they are not going to 
fundamentally change their stance which has in the past targeted those out of work rather than 
tackle the lack of  jobs and the massive erosion in rights, conditions and the low hours/low pay 
culture in the job market. 
 
Mr Hampton called on the Unions to seize the initiative arguing that the issue of sanctions was a 
central Trade Union issue.  ‘How can we organise in the climate of fear where people dread to 
lose their job and face destitution at the hands of the jobcentres relentlessly carrying out 
Government policy.’  He praised the work of the PCS Union and members saying that it was 
unrealistic to argue that it was jobcentre workers responsibility to fight sanctions.  ‘It is our job as 
a movement to win over public opinion for the need to develop a welfare system, based on full 
employment,  which recognises our interdependence and solidarity to bring back dignity and 
security to our people.’ 

Fran Heathcote addresses the Combine fringe meeting at the TUC 
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Campaigns 

Mesothelioma Vigil 

 

The aim of the event was to promote the campaign for justice for asbestos victims and the need 

for medical research to prevent future deaths. At the suggestion of the MPs this was done by 

unveiling the new Asbestos Victims Support Groups banner at a vigil held in front of the Labour 

Party Conference Centre on Monday lunchtime. 

 

The campaign for Justice Priority is for improvements to the Mesothelioma Act 2014.  The newly-

established Mesothelioma Act provides for Mesothelioma victims who cannot trace the negligent 

company that exposed them to asbestos, to apply for compensation.  However, it does not go far 

enough. 

 

The Asbestos Support Groups Forum has set down a resolution of campaigning priorities to 

improve the scheme: 

 

 We want the scheme to pay 100% 

of average civil compensation awards 

not 80% 

 

 We want compensation for all 

those who cannot pursue a civil claim 

for compensation due to an industrial 

disease, accident or death because a 

relevant employer or insurer cannot be 

traced or the relevant employer did not 

have Employers Liability Insurance. 

This would specifically include those 

suffering from asbestos related 

conditions including asbestos related 

lung cancer, pleural thickening and 

asbestosis. 

 

 We want the scheme to apply to 

people diagnosed with an industrial 

disease from the date of the 

commencement of the 2010 

consultation: Provide for the writing 

into law of the 3% levy on the insurance 

industry that in part funds the scheme.  Provide for any funds from the 3% levy 

remaining after the payment of claims under a scheme extended by the above 

provisions to be devoted to funding medical research into asbestos related diseases.  
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Campaigns 

 

 

Between thirty and forty family members and people from the support groups came along and 

were joined by at least thirteen MPs.  Joanne Gordon, Co-ordinator of the Derbyshire Asbestos 

Support Team (DAST) took along a picture of Trevor Oldham on behalf of his widow, who was 

unable to attend the vigil.  Trevor sadly died in February 2012 after a 2 year battle with 

Mesothelioma.   

 

We have produced t-shirts calling for an agenda for justice and these proved very effective.  

 

Jim Sheridan, Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group was there and Kate Green, Shadow 

Minister for Work and Pensions, spoke and set out what the Labour Party plans were. Everyone 

who attended thought it was really useful in bolstering support for positive changes to the way 

sufferers and their families are treated. 
 

 

The Vigil in Manchester 



Where to get advice 
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ALFRETON 
Alfreton House 

High Street 
 
 

Tuesday 
9.00am—
12.00pm 
Wed,Thur 

9.00am-12.00pm 
1.00pm-4.00pm 

BOLSOVER 
Bainbridge Hall 

Carr Vale 
 
 

Monday 
1.00pm—3.30pm 

 

BRIMINGTON 
Community Centre 

High Street 
 
 

Monday 
9.15am—12.15pm 

CLAY CROSS 
Adult Education 

Centre 
Market Street 

 
Monday 

9.30am—12.30pm 

CLOWNE 
48 Mill Street 

 
 
 

Tuesday 
1.00pm—3.30pm 

CRESWELL 
Limestone House 

Elmton Road 
 
 

Thursday 
1.00pm—3.30pm  

ECKINGTON 
Business Centre 

Market Street 
 
 

Monday 
1.30pm—3.30pm 

GRASSMOOR 
Community Centre 

New Street 
 
 

Thursday 
10.00am -12.00pm 

HEANOR 
Salcare 

Ray Street 
 
 

Friday 
8.30am-12.30pm 

NORTH  
WINGFIELD 
Community  

Resource Centre 
 

Thursday 
1.00pm-3.30pm 

PINXTON 
Village Hall 

Kirkstead Road 
 
 

Tuesday 
1.00pm—3.30pm 

SOMERCOTES 
Parish Hall 

Nottingham Road 
 
 

Monday 
1.30pm-4.00pm 

STAVELEY 
Library 

 
 

Mon and Thurs 
9.30am—
12.30pm 

 
 
 

See our website 
 
 
 

www.duwc.org.uk 

CHESTERFIELD 
1 Rose Hill East 

 
 

Mon—Fri 
9.30am—1.00pm 

 
 

01246 231441 

SHIREBROOK 
44 Patchwork 

Row 
 

Mon—Thurs 
9.00am—11.30am 

 
 

01623 748161 

Don’t Forget… 
 
To remember us in 
your will, or to ask for 
donations in lieu of 
flowers at your funeral.   
 
Let our future be your 
legacy. 

Help us Go Green! 
 

If you are able to receive 
your issue of Solidarity via 
email, please send your 
address to: 
 
info@duwc.org.uk 

 
For more regular updates 
you can follow us on 
Twitter @derbyshireuwc 
and we also have a 
Facebook page. 

SAY NO TO BENEFIT SANCTIONS 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

FIGHT TOGETHER 
For free advice on all Welfare Rights – visit 
Derbyshire Unemployed Workers’ Centres 

 


