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Welcome to Summat New!  A day to ask questions, explore new and old ideas and, be creative.  Through workshops, speaker panels, stalls, arts activities and even just conversations that spring up, we hope to transform the building into a space for new connections to be forged, and existing ones reinvigorated.

One way we are hoping to do this is with the launch of Leeds For Change.  A collaboration between Tidal, Together for Peace and Taking Soundings, Leeds for Change looks to make it easier for people to get involved in social change, connect groups, and improve the sharing of skills and resources in Leeds. Our values are solidarity, equality and justice and we encourage anyone working for social justice in Leeds to get involved. You can try out the hub website in the Riley Smith Hall, register yourself and/or your group and tell us what you think of it!


Today has come together due to the extraordinary generosity of many people, organisations and businesses, but we are still looking for donations to cover the cost of the day. If you can spare a few quid we’d be so grateful! You can either pop some coins in the bucket at the welcome desk, or donate later online at www.localgiving.com/charity/leedstidal

Thanks,

The Summat New team

Speaker Panels

We will be starting and ending the day with our speaker panels; hearing from guests from around the country, whose experiences span a variety of times, places and struggles.
At 10am, we will be asking How can we create massive, inclusive and effective social justice movements in 2014?  What is stopping us from winning? What new opportunities are out there? Some of us have been fighting for justice for a long time, some of us are just getting started. Our panellists discuss the barriers they see to social justice campaigning and how we can tear them down.
- Pragna Patel; A founding member of the Southall Black Sisters, and boundary-pushing campaigner for black and asian feminism.
- Paul Mason; The Channel 4 Economics editor, a prolific author and a digital media guru.
- Eleanor Lisney; Part of Sisters of Frida, a disabled women’s cooperative.

At 5pm, we will hear from our panellists on Why we keep fighting: Inspiration for equality, justice and solidarity.  What inspires you? How do you keep going when things are rough and keep your eyes open to what is happening in the world? When you've just been on a great action, or your campaign is winning, nothing is better than being part of a social change group. But what happens when everything's not so easy? Our panellists will share their stories of good and hard times, and tell us why they keep up the good fight.
- Clara Osagiede; RMT representative, and powerful living wage campaigner for London Underground cleaners.
- Mike Vallance; Edinburgh Coalition Against Poverty; A campaign group fighting against austerity measures.
- Tina Louise Rothery; Community activist on extreme energy

Open Forum

The Open Forum, is an opportunity for anyone to start a conversation about something that really matters.  If could be something that we’ve missed in the programme, something you’ve encountered in a workshop and want to explore further, or something you’ve been thinking about for a while.  Come to the board outside the Riley Smith Hall and post you topic, then check back to see when it’ll be happening.

Food & Drinks

We won’t be providing lunch, but you can grab lunch at any of the cafes in or around the union.  If you’ve brought along a cake for the evening - thank you! - please leave it with the welcome desk when you arrive.

Any Questions?

If you have any questions or need anything at all throughout the day, visit the welcome desk in the foyer and one of our volunteers will be happy to help.  We will have some large print programmes available there.  The venue is fully accessible, with lifts to every floor.  If you need any assistance with this, also visit the helpdesk.

The Market Place
The Market Place is brimming with community groups and organisations from around Leeds and beyond - meet them here, learn what they do and sign up to get involved!

Alternatives To Violence Project - Unite Against Facism - Contemporary Disabilities Journal - Hands Off Our Homes - Unite the Union - Leeds Cycling Campaign - War on Want - Leeds Oxfam Group - Socialist Workers Party - Richardson Institute For Peace Studies - Leeds Quakers - Radish Books - Leeds Palestine Solidarity Campaign, and Leeds University Union Palestinian Solidarity Group - Urban Sprawl - People and Planet - Leeds Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) - World Development Movement (WDM), and Leeds WDM - Together Women Project - Global Native - Food Aid Network - No Borders - Leeds Keep Our NHS Public – Jubilee Debt Campaign - Northern Friends Peace Board - Leeds Amnesty International group - Leeds Fairtrade group - WMD (Weapons of Mass Destruction) Awareness Leeds - The Beehive Fair Trade Shop - Leeds Green Party, and Leeds University Union Green Party Society - Leeds Animal Protection - Woodcraft Folk - Yorkshire CND (Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament) - Hyde Park Unity Day - Leeds Urban Harvest, and Bardon Grange - Leeds North Food Bank - Leeds Vegan and Vegetarian Society - Tidal - Shangrileeds Co-housing group - ReachOUT

Summat Small

Come to our children’s space for free childcare for over 3s, from 10am to 6pm, and workshops to get children learning and playing!


We have experienced volunteers running our childcare for the day, so head to Room 4 and register your child for up to two hours throughout the day (depending on availability).
If your child wants to get involved in one of our workshops, they can come along (and you can join them), at 11am for banana hats and fairtrade fun with Leeds Development Education Centre; at 2pm Leeds Woodcraft Folk will be showing the children the journey a banana makes from the tree to the table; and at 4pm for an interactive dance workshop about the elements, with Sarah Maria Cook (Gracefool Collective).

Summat New Cinema
In the Summat New cinema, we will be showing a variety of short films and longer documentaries about people fighting back against injustice and oppression.  We learn that through collective working, fighting for those who can’t, and having determination, we can work through our struggles for positive change.

You can come and go from the Summat New cinema as you please, but do so quietly. 


Anyone Can Change The World (2 mins)
A short animation about how small steps can change the world.


The Eviction Free Zone (2 mins)
A campaign video from campaigners in Minneapolis, about housing issues.


The Miner’s Strike (8 mins)
Ann Scargill and Betty Cook discuss the part played by women during the Miner’s Strike from 1984 – 1985.


Hamedullah: The Road Home (25 mins)
An insightful and unique perspective of the refugee experience, after Hamedullah returns to Afghanistan with a video camera to record his journey. 


Fellahin (40 mins)
Learn about the impact of the 2011 uprising in Egypt, on farmers.


I Believe In Me: Fighting For Trans Rights In Prison (8)
Short film about the experience of a trans woman in the US prison system.

Sing Summat

Summat New’s workshop choir will be learning two songs between 3pm and 5pm, in the Common Room.  Join them to learn Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around and Ise Oluwa (My Love Will Never Die) with choir leader, Isolde Freeth-Hale.  The choir will then be performing these songs in the evening, before dinner.  You don’t have to do the performance, so if you just want to have a sing, come along - no experience necessary!

Arts and Crafts
Drop into the Riley Smith Hall between 11.30am and 4.30pm for arts and crafts with Inkwell     and the Quilling Guild, as well as card making for people in detention centres and other prisoners of conscience with Part and Parcel.



Workshops

Learning Journey, 11am, Common Room (Back)
Since 2011, members of the Leeds Jewish and Muslim communities have been meeting together to engage in meaningful dialogue. In April 2013, four Jews, four Muslims and two facilitators undertook a ‘Learning Journey’ to Israel and Palestine to experience for themselves the issues they found hard to discuss.  The group will share their experiences and continued learning by talking, reflecting, deep-listening and sharing.

Working with LGBT* asylum seekers and refugees, ReachOUT, 11am, Common Room (Front)
Jess MacIntyre, founder and chair of ReachOUT, will be hosting a discussion on the complex needs of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans* refugees and asylum seekers in Leeds. Come with any questions and an open mind, be ready to learn in a confidential and safe learning space!

The Privilege Walk, Leeds University Union Black Students’ Campaign and Marvina Babs-Apata, 11am, Room 1
Are you privileged? Are you oppressed? Or are you both? The Privilege Walk encourages participants to think about where they are positioned in racial, class and other social hierarchies. This workshop will illustrate the complexities of oppressions and spark the much-needed conversations and thought processes about how to effectively fight inequality. The exercise involves an active style of learning, and requires honesty, empathy and confidentiality.​

Support for sex workers, Leeds University Union People and Planet, 11am, Room 1
Sex workers are one of the most at risk groups working in the UK. Despite the well-evidenced links between sex work and emotional, psychological, physical and sexual harm, carried out by clients, pimps and the police, there is no formal legal protection for sex workers in the UK, and little support. This workshop introduces participants to the key issues affecting sex workers and their root causes, and enables them to take action on providing solidarity and support.

Is Climate Change Worth a Conversation? Carbon Conversations, 11am, Room 2
Do you know your Carbon Footprint? Want to reduce it? When talking about climate change people’s feelings, fears and dilemmas come tumbling out. It’s hard to face and to know what to do. Carbon Conversations helps you identify practical steps and make a real difference. Dialogue, information, games, fun and support.

Meeting The Other: The Power Of Story, with Ruth Steinberg, 11am, Room 3
We are our stories, and we are all storytellers. It is the way we connect as human beings and the way we can reach others. In this workshop we will listen and play with telling stories and go away with a different way of experiencing the world. Ruth Steinberg is Jewish and a storyteller from Leeds. She was in

Israel/Palestine last year as part of a project that used Story with Jewish and Arab young people.

Talking Bus Stops - The Fare Way Forward, Talking Buses, 11am, Room 5
Ever wondered what talking buses is? It is a system that doesn't just benefit the blind and partially sighted, it can benefit many people from busy people to tourists who are unfamiliar with the area. Come and see for yourself what the fuss is all about and how talking buses could benefit you. Talking buses is a national campaign that encourages drivers to announce stops.

Crash! Getting to grips with the history of cuts and crisis, Economic Justice Project, 11am, Room 6
This participative workshop will take you on a whistle-stop global tour of the history of financial crisis, cuts & austerity. We’ll see how policies being implemented by the UK follow similar policies in the global south and look at some exciting movements that have opposed these policies and won. Big words are banned – so whether you know a little bit, or nothing at all – this workshop is for you!

How to put up a yurt and create a safe space for talking about difficult issues, Leeds Church Institute and Leeds University Chaplaincy, 12pm, Riley Smith Hall
We will start with some practical action and team work by erecting a pop-up yurt. When we have put up the yurt, we will move inside and create a positive listening atmosphere. Time will be spent decorating the interior and developing awareness within the group about how to listen well.
From Dhaka to Doncaster - The Fight For The Living Wage on the High Street, War on Want, 12pm, Common Room (Back)
Hear from local and international campaigners fighting for a living wage for the workers behind the UK High street. From retailer workers in the North West, to cleaners and garment workers overseas the struggle for a living wage is global. Come, learn, discuss and join the fight.

Campaigning Talk - How to put your message across, White Rose Ladies Speakers, 12pm, Common Room (Front)
This workshop will be an opportunity to acquire a crucial skill for campaigners - how to make your voice heard.  We will demonstrate ways to overcome the fear of speaking in public, in a safe and friendly environment.
Building Communities - What does it take?, Leeds Quakers, 12pm, Room 2
What would your ideal community look like? An opportunity to discuss what is important and how we could use our talents and skills to build one. Working in small, mixed-age groups we will share our ideas, discuss priorities and create a representation in clay.

Campaigning against racist immigration controls and supporting migrants and asylum seekers, Leeds No Borders, 12pm, Room 5
Come find out about our current campaigns against racist immigration controls and hear from people directly affected. We will explain the different projects we are involved in to support migrants & asylum seekers and how you can get involved. We will also give an update about Calais and how you can support.

Thinking about new ways to tackle the fracking industry, support front line communities, and taking fun, inspiring action, Reclaim The Power, 12pm, Room 6
From Balcombe to Blackpool and here in Yorkshire, communities are facing up to the threat of fracking. This workshop will give you the lowdown on fracking and unconventional energy in the UK, and how we're gonna stop the frackers in their tracks. Bring your friends and your ideas for action…

Anti-Poverty Open Forum, hosted by Hands Off Our Homes, Fuel Poverty Action and Edinburgh Coalition Against Poverty, 1pm, Riley Smith Hall
The struggle against savage benefits cuts, poverty pay, soaring prices and lack of affordable housing is both an individual struggle for survival and also a struggle to find collective ways to fight back against exploitation. The three groups hosting the space invite you to join them in reflecting on their goals and strategies, the obstacles we face, and the learning we can share from our experiences in our different but linked campaigns.
In Solidarity with Palestine - The Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Movement (BDS), Leeds BDS & War on Want 1pm, Common Room (Back)
An introduction to the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions campaign for Justice for Palestine. We will explain how the campaign developed, what it’s all about, why it is effective, and give examples of how people can take action, with a particular focus on actions in Leeds. No experience or knowledge on Palestine necessary.

Theatre as an arts engagement tool when working with deprived and vulnerable people, Urban Sprawl, 1pm, Room 2
Using Presentation, Performance and Participation, Urban Sprawl’s Summat Workshop will introduce spectators to the powerful and profound impact of theatre arts engagement with vulnerable and marginalised people. Yorkshire’s only homeless theatre company has ten years’ experience inspiring people to redefine their lives, futures and dreams, and it works!

Community Energy, Leeds Community Energy, 1pm, Room 5
Leeds Community Energy Cooperative aims to develop community and sustainable means of energy production, distribution and conservation for the people of Leeds. We shall showcase our initial proposals and ways forward, and invite people to join with us.

Stewarding The New Political Space, Roger Haydon Mitchell, 1pm, Room 6
This 3-part workshop will: 1) Give an overview of political shifts since the economic shake-up of 2008 and describe the new political space that is emerging; 2) Provide a panel of practitioners from business, politics, education to interact with the workshop members; 3) Gather practical ideas for a research project aimed at stewarding the emerging space for a new politics.
Making Leeds welcoming and changing political discourse about asylum seekers and refugees, City of Sanctuary and Breaking Kola, 2pm, Common Room (Back)
Leeds City of Sanctuary and Breaking Kola present a workshop promoting the values of inclusion, hospitality, and welcome for all in this vibrant city of Leeds. We will explore traditional Igbo culture, issues surrounding immigration and asylum in the UK, and discuss practical and simple ways for you to get involved in making Leeds a place of safety and welcome for all.

From A to B to C: Routes Through The Crisis, Plan C, 2pm, Common Room (Front)
For our political and economic elites there is only Plan A: austerity and repression. In response some propose a Plan B, a return to the Keynesian deal. But if the former is unconscionable and the latter too limited a vision of change, what could a plan C look like? Leeds Plan C uses the three plans as a lens for looking at struggles around work and welfare in Leeds today.

Do Places In England’s North Matter? Hannah Directory, 2pm, Room 2
Highlighted by the Scottish referendum, there is a growing feeling common to people living and working in places in the north of England that our voices are not fairly heard in our national conversation. Do you recognise that feeling? Is that shared sense of unfairness a potential wellspring for positive change? If so, what next?

How to develop and communicate a positive campaign vision, Leeds Cycling Campaign, 2pm, Room 5
Campaigning often involves opposition or complaints, but it’s difficult to get decision makers and the public to support a negative campaign. Leeds Cycling Campaign present “How to develop and communicate a positive campaigning vision”: participants will hear about ways to develop and communicate a positive vision for change, and start to develop their own visions and plans.

The EU-US Trade Deal - How can we beat the corporate power grab?, World Development Movement (WDM), 3pm, Room 2
Under the guise of ‘free trade’ the EU and US are currently negotiating a deal which threatens our social and democratic rights for the sake of maximising corporate profits. If it goes through, Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) will give corporations the power to sue governments, lead to GMOs flooding our supermarkets, cost over a million jobs – and much more besides. Join us to learn more about TTIP and how we can to stop it – because this is one we can win.

Uniting Community and Industrial Action, Unite, 3pm, Room 5
Activism gives people who have often felt ignored and isolated a feeling of empowerment. Unite Community Union wants to give workers the confidence to take industrial action because bosses are constantly telling people ‘if you don’t like it there are millions out there that do’. This workshop will explore the power of having some of those millions of unemployed people joining workers on the picket line and workers supporting community action.

iSweat; Electronic Sweatshops, Leeds Beckett University People and Planet, 4pm, Room 2
Despite the modern and clean image of brands like Apple, working conditions in the electronics industry are often appalling. Local governments and universities are large-scale consumers of electronics products such as computers, laptops, mobile phones, tablets, not forgetting printers, copiers and servers. Learn how we can pool our power to support electronic workers' rights.

Impact! How to build an inclusive campaign, Considering Disability, 4pm, Room 5
Our workshop aims to provide and informative and hands on approach to some of the key issues in Equality and Diversity and Disability awareness today, through a mix of talks and group activities. Taking this, participants will then be able to explore these ideas further by creating their own campaigns, focusing on developing a successful impact assessment, during the session.
Let’s ‘CON’verse, Together Women Project, 4pm, Room 6
CONversations – what is it like being a woman with a criminal record? A quickfire series of frank and open discussions with women who’ve done the time. What takes women there, what gets women out, is it really like Bad Girls? A session on what women need, and what we can all do, to create and maintain individual and social change. This will include a short film, and YOUR participation!
Summat New to Celebrate!

From 6.30pm, we will have music from the Straybirds, the Singing Mums, and Summat New’s workshop choir, followed by a pay-as-you-feel dinner from The Real Junk Food Project, presentation of the Leeds for Change Awards and comedy from Chris Coltrane.

The evening will also be free to attend, but you will need a ticket for dinner.  Ask about a ticket at the Welcome Desk, if you didn’t register for one before.

What next?

Whether you spend an hour at one of our workshops, or the whole day taking part in lots of different activities, you may want to follow up on conversations you started, or get involved with something you learned about here.  Use this programme, visit www
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uk, or get in touch with us if you would like more information about anything you have come across today.

If you have five minutes after Summat New, it would be great to know what you thought so we can build on this going forward.  There are feedback forms at the Welcome Desk, and we will be getting in touch with you soon with some quick questions.


Thank you!
We hope that you enjoy Summat New - we want to thank you for getting involved, sharing your ideas and thoughts, and coming together to take steps forward for positive action.  We would also like to thank these people, for helping to make Summat New happen - 

Tidal - Leeds for Change steering committee members - Together For Peace - The Economic Justice Project - Taking Soundings - Leeds Inspired - Leeds TUC - Opposite - Leeds Bread Coop - CostCo - The Real Junk Food Project - Will Church - Ben Jackson - Gary Hanna - Fikir Assefa - All of our guest speakers, workshop leaders, stall holders, facilitators and volunteers
