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Do TTIP, CETA and TISA ring any bells?
They should be ringing alarm bells and
really loudly! 

These initials stand for a new
generation of trade treaties that are
being negotiated in secret between the
European Union and other trading
“partners” across the globe such as the
US which will impact badly on you -
where you work and where you live.

The campaign Unite is involved with - #noTTIP - has listed
half a dozen key threats demonstrating why TTIP - the
Transatlantic Trade & Investment Partnership – should be
opposed.

A threat to democracy. If agreed TTIP would give
corporations the power to sue governments over
decisions that could harm their future profits,
undermining democratic decisions made in the
public interest.

A threat to public services. TTIP will create new
markets in public services such as health and
education, leading to greater liberalisation and
privatisation. It would make it very difficult to bring
these services – as well as our energy and water – back
under public control or renationalise them.

A threat to workers’ rights. Workers’ rights could be
reduced to US standards; the USA has not ratified most
international labour rights treaties that give protection
to the right to organise and the right to collective
bargaining.

A threat to the environment. TTIP would see EU
environmental regulations being harmonised and
reduced to US levels, allowing a US-style fracking boom
in the UK and elsewhere in Europe.

A threat to food safety. Through harmonisation of food
safety regulation, EU food safety standards would be
lowered to US levels. This would remove EU restrictions
on genetically modified foods, pesticides and hormone
treated beef.

Negotiated in secret. While corporate lobbyists are
playing an important role in the negotiations, the public
has been shut out. All negotiators must sign
nondisclosure agreements. There is no access to the
draft text of the agreement – even for MPs – so most of
what we know is from leaked documents.

There is a legal procedure in Europe that says
if a campaign can gather 1 million signatures
on a petition across at least 7 member states
then the Commission has to let the European
Parliament debate the issue. This is called
the European Citizens' Initiative (ECI).

Outrageously, the Commission is not allowing the ECI to
apply to the TTIP negotiations. In response, the campaign
groups have launched a “Self-Organised ECI” that aims to
mirror the real thing – over a million signatures in at least 7
member states.
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TTIP AND OTHER SECRET TRADE DEALS
WE MUST ALL OPPOSE... NOW!

WE NEED YOUR HELP. We need as many of
our activists as possible to sign up to the Self-
Organised ECI. 

This is done on-line. Go to this web site
http://stop-ttip.org/sign follow the steps and
register your opposition to TTIP. Make sure
your friends and family sign as well to
register their protest at this assault on our
democratic rights.


