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STOP THE DEATHS!
‘Stop Benefit Sanctions!’ was the call from a Conference called by the TUC National
Co-ordinating Committee of Unemployed Workers’ Centres entitled ‘Unions at the heart of
Welfare’. There is now a wealth of evidence attributing benefit sanctions and refusals as a
major contributing factor in deaths and suicides throughout the country. The conference also
attempted, through formal presentations and workshops, to start the process of producing a
charter for the unemployed and claimants and to explore ways in which collective action could
be mobilised in communities and workplaces. Unite Community members from the East
Midlands were amongst over 100 delegates that heard keynote speakers Richard Exell (TUC),
Helen Flanagan (PCS) and Liane Groves (UNITE). (continued on page 2)

Conference delegates unfurl Chesterfield Unite Community
banner outside Congress House
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Campaign News (continued from page 1)
The background to the day was a recognition that unemployed and disabled people have
suffered particularly from the government’s austerity measures and social security reforms. The
reforms have brought increased poverty, depression, and even suicide for some, while there is
also evidence of an increase in disability hate crime. Claimants are forced into low paid,
insecure and exploitative work, and state payments are used to subsidise low pay.
Helen Flanagan (PCS), pictured left,
acknowledged the cuts in social security and
the way claimants have been demonised.
She also noted how sanctions have increased
and that sanctions penalties are,
proportionately, more severe than those
applied to law breakers who appear in court.
The relationship between claimants and
Department of Work and Pensions (DWP)
staff has been poisoned, she said, and violent
attacks on staff have increased. The PCS are
against sanctions and have done
considerable work to resist them, although
the PCS is also under attack by the DWP as
evidenced by the recent decision not to
deduct members’ union dues at source.

Richard Exell, the TUC’s Senior Policy
Officer, reflected on the common interests
between employed and unemployed workers
and how Unemployed Workers’ Centres can
break down the division between the two. He
noted the low level of Jobseekers Allowance
and the cruelty of sanctions, which are now
affecting large numbers of children. He
suggested that middle, mainstream opinion is
probably against such treatment and can be
mobilised. The fight on sanctions, he suggested, should also be linked to the question of low
pay.
Liane Groves, head of Unite Community, made the final address and gave a good overview of
the union’s achievements to date. She emphasised the growth of Unite Community, which now
has 8,000 members and 80 groups nationally. She particularly noted the success of the
campaign on the bedroom tax and how gains had been made, particularly in Scotland. She also
gave examples of various local actions which have involved Unite Community, such as
Durham’s Socialist Clothing Bank, pressure on councils to seek compliance from firms who
provide goods and services to adopt the living wage, the refusal in Southampton to allow a
populist TV programme on immigration to go ahead and the links with industrial members.
Finally, Liane emphasised the importance of the campaign against sanctions and how success
can be achieved in this area. The work of the Conference now carries on with the development
of the Charter and the urgent need to take the message into all unions and the wider
Movement.
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Universal Credit roll - out in the Chesterfield area.
Universal Credit (UC), the coalition Governments big benefit idea, which essentially merges most
of the working age means tested benefits into one simpler payment, is due to be rolled out in the
Chesterfield area in March 2015.
Two local Job Centres Chesterfield and Staveley will be taking the new Universal Credit claims.
Early indications are that there will be around 500 new claims made by single jobseekers aged
25 and over with no dependents.
Those claimants claiming in S40 post code areas will experience a new claims process with online applications, monthly payments in arrears (including 7 waiting days) and a much tougher
conditionality and sanctions regime. For new claimants this means 37 days waiting for benefit,
subjected to day one ‘claimant commitment’ and over time having to learn a whole new way of
making benefits last between pay days.
DUWC’s have voiced major concerns about many aspects of the new Universal Credit.
Seven Day Waiting Period
We see no merit in creating a simplified and sophisticated benefit system and then implement a
seven day waiting period at the start of a claim; which will only mean hardship for many. There is
the issue of benefit administration as with the present system claimants are experiencing long
delays before receiving benefit; we see this not getting any better under UC. Those in work and
entitled to UC will have to rely on the smooth workings of the ‘real time’ IT system, where correct
entitlement to UC will be dependent upon employers informing the DWP accurately about
employee’s earnings. We are rightly concerned about on-line claims, those suffering with mental
health problems or less skilled or confident using computers could have major difficulties making
claims, with the added problem of on-line security especially in public places or wi-fi hotspots.
The Foodbanks will be put under pressure with estimates being made that people losing their
jobs will have to wait six weeks before they will get any payments
Claimant Commitment
Claimants will have to accept a ‘claimant commitment’ as a basic condition for entitlement to UC.
It will be the claimants responsibility to make every effort (at least 35 hours a week in some
cases) to secure employment. As we have witnessed with the current level of sanctions imposed
on claimants many under UC will be unable to meet their commitments and will receive sanctions
and plunged into hardship. Even if they are able to claim hardship payments they will have to pay
them back from future UC entitlement. Even those in part time or low hours work could fall foul of
the sanctions regime under Universal Credit as they will be mandated to ‘up’ their hours.
Experience tells us that there will be many difficulties encountered by those having to claim and
in the future migrate to UC. DUWC’s will be ready for the UC challenge and there to provide help
and guidance to the communities of North East Derbyshire.
If you face difficulties or just want to know more about Universal Credit please come along to one
of the advice sessions listed on the back of this bulletin.
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MONDAY MAY 4th 2015
ASSEMBLE: Chesterfield Town Hall at 10.30a.m
and March off at 11.00 a.m
RALLY:
New Square at 11.45 a.m
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SPEAKERS:
Christine Blower (Gen Sec National Union of Teachers)
Lee Barron (Secretary of Midlands TUC)
Shatha Besarani (Iraqi Women’s League)
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the erection of the statues of Harvey
and Haslam outside the Miners’ offices on Saltergate and the march route will
take us passed them this year.

Stalls—Street Entertainment– Bands
12.30—4.00 Live entertainment in New Square
Ian Prowse –
frontman of the band Amsterdam
Swamp Trash —
politically charged Cajun
Max Pashm Band — beats and melodies from
different traditions around the
world
Come down to New
Square and enjoy the sun
(we’ve booked it) and enjoy the sounds. Celebrate May Day with your
friends in the heart of
Chesterfield.

Ian Prowse (right)
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Asbestos Campaigners warning to householders
An interactive programme highlighting where asbestos may be found in homes across
Derbyshire was projected onto a huge screen half the size of a house.
The Derbyshire Asbestos Support Team (DAST) hoped attendees at the meeting would take
away information that could save lives by learning where asbestos may be found in homes.
The innovative and striking project was shown to audiences twice throughout the day on
Wednesday 25th February. The project also attracted the support of Chesterfield MP Toby
Perkins, and Council Leaders, John Burrows and Anne Western.
Although Asbestos is now banned, Joanne Gordon, Co-ordinator of the Derbyshire Asbestos
Support Team, explained why the project is so important.
“Asbestos was banned from the year 2000. However, it may still be found in any property built
before that date. It is estimated that it is present in 90% of all public sector housing and schools
as well as domestic properties.”
The interactive programme reveals where asbestos may be found in typical rooms in the home,
such as Artex and around boilers, as well as garage roofs, guttering and downpipes.
The event also gave the Health and Safety Executive an opportunity to speak about their new
‘Beware Asbestos’ campaign which offers advice and information to trade workers who regularly
come into contact with asbestos.
Helen Donnelly, Asbestos Partnership Manager at the Health and Safety Executive, said:
"Asbestos is Britain's biggest industrial killer - every week, on average, 20 tradespeople die from
this hidden killer. Both tradespeople and the public need to wise up to the risks. Even basic home
improvements and simple repairs can risk disturbing the dangerous fibres that can kill in later life.
Our advice is: be aware of asbestos, use trained professionals and inform tradespeople of any
asbestos materials in your home." (continued page 7)

Helen Redfern speaks about her father Roy
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Those attending the event included local tradespeople as well as college students undertaking
apprenticeships in professions which could bring them into contact with asbestos.
Joanne Gordon continued “We are pleased that students from the Chesterfield College attended the event. These are our future generation who must be protected from the dangers of this
deadly material.”
One person who knows only too well of the dangers of asbestos, is Helen Redfern from Chesterfield. Helen spoke about her father.
“My father, Roy Redfern, helped me celebrate my 30th birthday in April 2008. By July 2009 he
was dead. He had developed Mesothelioma, a disease caused by working with asbestos decades previously. My mum, then in her 60s had to care for my father at home through what we
call our year of hell”.
Helen urged those present “Please use this opportunity to find out where asbestos may be located in your home, protecting yours and others’ future health. At 4,000 deaths per year currently and counting, we do not know when this will end. Don’t become another statistic.”
For anyone who is concerned about asbestos in their home they should ensure that they seek
professional advice. Information and advice is available for tradespeople at www.hse.gov.uk/
asbestos/tradesperson.htm and the new developed HSE web app can be downloaded at
www.beware-asbestos.info/66

The huge projection of a house and where asbestos might be
found takes up the whole Winding Wheel auditorium stage
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Where to get advice
ALFRETON
Alfreton House
High Street

BOLSOVER
Bainbridge Hall
Carr Vale

BRIMINGTON
Community Centre
High Street

CLAY CROSS
Adult Education
Centre
Market Street

Tuesday
9.00am—
12.00pm
Wed,Thur
9.00am-12.00pm
1.00pm-4.00pm

Monday
1.00pm—3.30pm

Monday
9.15am—12.15pm

Monday
9.30am—12.30pm

CLOWNE
48 Mill Street

CRESWELL
Limestone House
Elmton Road

ECKINGTON
Business Centre
Market Street

GRASSMOOR
Community Centre
New Street

Tuesday
1.00pm—3.30pm

Thursday
1.00pm—3.30pm

Monday
1.30pm—3.30pm

Thursday
10.00am -12.00pm

HEANOR
Salcare
Ray Street

NORTH
WINGFIELD
Community
Resource Centre

PINXTON
Village Hall
Kirkstead Road

SOMERCOTES
Parish Hall
Nottingham Road

Friday
8.30am-12.30pm

Thursday
1.00pm-3.30pm

Tuesday
1.00pm—3.30pm

Monday
1.30pm-4.00pm

STAVELEY
Library

See our website

CHESTERFIELD
1 Rose Hill East

SHIREBROOK
44 Patchwork
Row

Mon and Thurs
9.30am—
12.30pm

Help us Go Green!
If you are able to receive
your issue of Solidarity via
email, please send your
address to:
info@duwc.org.uk

www.duwc.org.uk

Mon—Fri
9.30am—1.00pm

Mon—Thurs
9.00am—11.30am

01246 231441

01623 748161

For more regular updates
you can follow us on
Twitter @derbyshireuwc
and we also have a
Facebook page.

Don’t Forget…
To remember us in
your will, or to ask for
donations in lieu of
flowers at your funeral.
Let our future be your
legacy.

If you should need the advice and representation services of DUWCs
Welfare Rights Team:
Andrew Parkes
andrew.parkes@duwc.org.uk
Glynn Power
glynn.power@duwc.org.uk
Katrina Hudson
katrina.hudson@duwc.org.uk
Tim Wilkinson
tim.wilkinson@duwc.org.uk
John Bradley
john.bradley@duwc.org.uk
Justine Bark
justine.bark@duwc.org.uk
Paul Marklew
paul.marklew@duwc.org.uk
Jane Marriott
jane.marriott@duwc.org.uk

Co-ordinator:
Colin Hampton
colin.hampton@duwc.org.uk
Administration:
Lynn Bagshaw
lynn.bagshaw@duwc.org.uk
Not forgetting our wonderful team of volunteers including Lee Knight
Tel Chesterfield: 01246 231441
Tel Shirebrook: 01623 748161
info@duwc.org.uk

